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Cancer 
Constellation

The constellation Cancer is 
difficult to see as there are no 
bright stars. Just look between 
the easily recognised Gemini 
and Leo constellations and with 
patience and dark adapted eyes 
it is possible to make out an 
inverted “Y” of Cancer. It 
contains three superb binocular 
targets: M44, M67 and Iota 
Cancri.



Messier 44 – An 
Open Cluster.

M44 is also known as the Beehive cluster and 
is one of the best clusters to see in widefield 
binoculars. It looks especially beautiful in 
fields over 6.5 degrees. Draw a line between 
Gamma and Delta Cancri. Just to the right of 
its midpoint lies M44. It can be seen as a 
fuzzy white patch with the naked eye. In 
binoculars the cluster is a magnificent sight 
and if your field is wide enough you can get 
the four manger stars in the same field. It lies 
577 light years distant and is about 600 
million years old.



Messier 44 and The House Asterism



Iota Cancri – A Double 
Star

• Look at the top of the inverted “Y” of Cancer 
and the just about visible star is Iota Cancri. You 
need mounted binoculars at x15 and above and it 
can be split into two. The colour contrast 
between the two stars is one of the best in the 
night sky with an almost green tinge. The two 
stars are separated by 30 arcseconds and lie 300 
light years distant.



Messier 67 – An 
Open Cluster

A few degrees to the right of 
Alpha Cancri lies M67. It is one 
of the oldest open clusters 
known being about 4 billion 
years old. It contains over a 100 
stars similar to our Sun as well 
as a number of red giants. It can 
be seen in x10 binoculars as a 
faint smudge but higher powers 
up to x25 will resolve a number 
of stars and some of the red 
giants can be teased out.



Leo 
Constellation

Leo is one of the most easily 
recognised of the 
constellations. Look for the 
“Sickle” asterism or “The 
Reverse Question Mark.”



The Sickle Astersim

The Sickle asterism in Leo can be seen with wide 
field binoculars. Look at the differing colours of 
the stars that make up this asterism. There are a 
number of beautiful orange stars.



Regulus – A Binocular 
Double Star

Look for the brightest star in Leo, Alpha Leonis, at 
the base of The Sickle. This is Regulus. It is actually 
a quadruple star system but only two components 
can be resolved in binoculars from x10. Try and 
tease out the colour contrast. The star system is 
approximately 77 light years distant and the alpha 
star spins on its axis every 15.9 hours.



Regulus – Colour 
Contrast



NGC 2903 – A Galaxy

NGC 2903 is one of the brightest galaxies in 
the spring skies, yet it was missed by Messier. 
Easy to find as it lies 1.5 degrees south of 
Lambda Leonis. With x10 binoculars it 
appears as a faint smudge. You are seeing 
light that took 20 million years to reach Earth. 
It is a near twin of The Milky Way. Shading 
may be made out at higher powers with 
patience and averted vision.


